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The Partnership for Safe Families & Communities of Ventura County, 

The Designated Child Abuse Prevention Council
OCTOBER 2009 REPORT

General Partnership:

· General Partnership meeting was held on October 7, 2009.

· Recognitions given at the meeting: 
· Recognition of Superintendent Stanley C. Mantooth, Ventura County Office of Education for the continued in-kind support to The Partnership and for the

dedication to quality education, strengthening families, and keeping our community safe and peaceful. The Partnership presented Superintendent Mantooth with a certificate of appreciation and an honorarium for a 2 year membership to The Partnership. 
· Recognition of October as National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. The Partnership presented a certificate of appreciation to Interface Children Family Services, The Coalition to End Family Violence, and the Ventura County District Attorney’s Office for their dedication in ending domestic violence through victim advocacy and support, strengthening services for all victims of domestic violence and promoting a community committed to safe, healthy peaceful families.

· Presentation:

· Ventura County Domestic Violence Prevention Agencies: presented by Interface Children Family Services, The Coalition to End Family Violence, and the Ventura County District Attorney’s Office. The agencies went over what they do, services they provide, and resources available to the community.  
· Violence Prevention Efforts and Introduction to Successful Practices presented by the Oxnard Community Peace Project: Silvia Rodriquez, Priscila Cisneros, Kathryn Benner of Cabrillo Economic Development Corporation and Elaine Martinez Curry of The Partnership.

· Our next meeting will be on November 4, 2009. We will be featuring a speaker on Shaking Baby Syndrome with VC Public Health Dept., update with the Ventura County Human Services Agency’s System Improvement Plan, and recognizing November as National Adoption Month. We will also be providing H1N1 information from Public Health. 
· The workshop on Sept. 26, 2009 “Protecting Your Children From Internet Predators” with Robin Sax was quite successful. We had Spanish Translation for five individuals, Deaf Interpreter for one individual, and a total attendance of 145 participants. 
· October 2009 E-bulletin was sent out to all of our constituents with information on events, trainings, resources, including resources to mandated reporters. 
· Marketing: The Partnership is finalizing our brochure. We will be rolling out our new brochure, banner, and table cover at the General Partnership meeting in December. The photographer will receive an honorarium and we will be giving the models a certificate of appreciation. The models were family and friends of The Partnership Board members. We are still in the process of redesigning our website. 
Child Abuse & Neglect Education Committee:
· CANEC meeting: was held on October 14, 2009. 

· Child Death Review Team (CDRT) update: The Partnership is still in the process for setting up a meeting with Judy Webber; VC Human Services Agency, Children & Family Services, Elaine Martinez Curry; The Partnership, Christa Clippinger; The Partnership, Barbara Marquez O’Neill; Consultant, and Dr. Paul Russell; Public Health Dept. to discuss how The Partnership can support the CDRT. 

· Outreach Efforts: Ventura County Public Health (VCPH) has been providing outreach and education to the community about Shaken Baby Syndrome. The committee discussed identifying members of The Partnership to assist with providing SBS and Drug Exposed Infants outreach/education to the community. The community education/outreach campaign is part of the CANEC’s strategic plan for 2009-2011. 

· Strategic Plan: Updates were made to the plan and the budget to make sure we are in alignment with the County’s SIP, OCAP, CTC-CAPC strategic plan, and CBCAP guidelines. Each strategy will include activities to meet the strategic goal and will show the funding source, how activity meets requirements of the funding source, and the level of prevention. The committee discussed recommendations for the available supplemental funds. The final strategic plan will be presented to CTC-CAPC once it is finalized. 
· Parent Engagement: The committee agreed to include in the strategic plan to send up to 5 parents to the Parent Leadership Conference in February 2010 and The Partnership will host a kick-off meeting for the parents in January. The purpose of the kick-off meeting is to discuss the conference, the benefits of attending, and outcomes. The Partnership will also host a post-conference meeting to discuss the outcomes of the conference. 

CAPC Advisory Board:

· CAPC Advisory Board met on October 14, 2009. 

· CAPC strategic plan: discussed the strategic plan for the next three years and the budget. The strategic plan and the budget will be included with the CBCAP proposal. 

· The Children’s Trust Fund balance sheet was reviewed and the committee made recommendations for the use of the supplemental CBCAP funds. The Partnership sent out a survey to assess the impact in Ventura County of the recent budget cuts. The recommendations will be proposed to Judy Webber, VC Human Services Agency. 
· CBCAP Proposal: The Partnership will be setting up a meeting with Judy Webber, VCHSA Deputy Director of Children & Family Services to discuss the CBCAP proposal and the recommendations of  the supplemental CBCAP funding. The CBCAP proposal will be presented to the Ventura County Board of Supervisors in November or early December.
· The Partnership coordinates and is the Trustee for the Children’s Trust Fund Commission and the PSSF Collaborative. 

Other Contracts:

Cabrillo Economic Development Corp. The Partnership is the process of finalizing a contract with Cabrillo Economic Development Corporation (CEDC)-Oxnard Power Peace Project. We have been collaborating with CEDC on the project “Grassroots Organizing for Violence Prevention: To engage community residents and local leaders in Oxnard in the implementation of a primary prevention –oriented strategic framework designated to prevent youth and gang violence.”  The contract includes attending collaborative meetings and the planning and implementation of the strategic plan activities. The Partnership assisted with the facilitation and coordination of two trainings on the “Learning Circle”- a model to design to teach community organizing and empowerment tools and establish a vehicle for community engagement, family activism, and increased program impact. The first “Family Activism” training was held on July 15, 2009 in Oxnard and the second training was on October 7, 2009- hosted at our General Partnership meeting. In year 2 we will be planning a “Violence Prevention Summit”-highlighting three years of progress in Oxnard and the successful practices and resources to establish safe and thriving communities. 
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