CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION COUNCIL

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

Thursday, May 21, 2009
Santa Inez Mission, Solvang

Coastal Tri-Counties Child Abuse Prevention Coalition Report
The Santa Barbara CAPC met for the first time since the April Child Abuse Prevention Summit and turnout was smaller than usual due to conflicting meetings.

Those present discussed the summit planning process, the event itself and the outcomes.  Katharina was on vacation and the council has not yet compiled results from summit evaluations or workgroups.  Those present had all attended the summit and felt the “Turn the Curve” exercise was the highlight.  CAPC members had been strategically placed among the other attendees at assigned tables.  We were impressed by the way individuals from different agencies and fields of expertise put their heads together to come up with some very creative ideas for turning the curve on child abuse and neglect.  All were pleased at the breadth of representation from law enforcement, probation, schools, community organizations and public agencies. While child abuse and neglect information presented by the speakers was very general, numbers were specific to North Santa Barbara, and identifying risk and protective factors for everyone present provided a nice framework for brainstorming in Turn the Curve.  The summit attendees agreed to form a North County CAPC Subcommittee to continue moving the work forward in the months to come. CAPC members offered to help with the post-summit assessment and planning process once Katharina is back in the office. 
There was a brief discussion of election results and the potential impact on funding for member agencies.  Santa Barbara County voted 71% no and 29% yes on Proposition D.  There was a sigh of relief that First 5 Funds had been preserved; however agencies are anticipating cuts from other funding sources and there is still a feeling of uncertainty about changes yet to come.
Nancy Madsen presented a powerpoint that has been prepared for presentation to the Board of Supervisors as they begin budget hearings with the intent to cut Human Services Funds.  While not specific to child abuse and neglect, it demonstrated the potential for this type of advocacy to increase awareness about human need and the importance of prevention services.  It pointed to the many types of programs that support families and individuals before they reach crisis levels and end up in jail, in shelters or in hospitals.  It was also effective in showing recent increases in referrals and the need for county funding to leverage other sources of support. 
Santa Barbara is submitting a first draft of prevention recommendations for inclusion in the CWS County Self Assessment Plan.  We have yet to receive instructions for this but are moving forward in order to be prepared for the Self Improvement Planning workshops this summer.

The second issue of the CAPC Connection Newsletter was distributed by email in April and also included in the Summit packets.  Response has been favorable and we thank Ann McCarty for taking this on!

Deborah Holmes reported that CALM had a group of Spanish-speaking parents that were asked to present a panel on resilience at a conference put on by ADMHS.  They worked with CALM counselors to prepare their ideas, did a beautiful job sharing their experiences and were very empowered by the opportunity to educate others. 
Plans for next month will include reviewing priorities, gaps in membership, and the budget for 2009-2010.

Respectfully Submitted,

Barb Finch
